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OAPCE YORK REGIONAL COUNCIL:

On January 26, 2023, OAPCE York Regional Council convened with a 
guest presentation from Teresa Hartnett.

Teresa is in her 20th year as Director of Family Ministry for the Diocese of 
Hamilton. She has her Masters in Religious Education from St. 
Augustine’s Seminary and the University of Toronto, a degree in 
Kinesiology from McMaster University, a Bachelor of Education from 
Brock University, and is certified in a number of family, counselling, 
marriage and relationship programs. Teresa undertakes numerous 
speaking engagements across Ontario and Canada each year and 
teaches for both St. Peter’s Seminary and for the Halton Catholic School 
Board’s Staff Religion courses. She is also the author of Nighttime 
Devotional for Teen Girls, a book designed to assist teens navigate life 
using their faith as a foundational tool. 

We are grateful for Teresa’s passionate and deeply insightful 
presentation on “God’s Design for Us: Who are we Called to Be and Who 
are we Capable of Being”.
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Teresa reminded us that God loves each person with infinite capacity, and that as Catholics we 
are called to use the gifts we are given to make the world a better place.

Jesus’ mission is to bring joy, and we are here to help our children understand this.

We only receive joy when we are fulfilled, but sometimes we become so caught up in things that 
we confuse this with material wealth.

Even during the worst storm, the sea deeper below the surface is calm despite the conditions 
above.  Joy is the calm amongst the waves.  We can get through all those challenges of life with 
Jesus in our life. 

What a great gift this is to bestow to our children! God is a God of love.  It is for us that he 
wants us to understand this love.  

Subsequently, as Catholics, we are called to help those who are experiencing trials.  So for 
example, when our children participate in charitable activities, we need to help them 
understand that our actions model God’s love for us and tell other people about who we are as 
Catholics.



• Indigenous himself, the Honourable Graydon Nicholas is the Chancellor of St. Thomas 
University in Fredericton, New Brunswick.  He has also served as the 30th Lieutenant 
Governor of New Brunswick from 2009-2014.

• How can we support evangelization without it being associated to colonization?

ü Advocate for mandatory Indigenous Studies in the provincial curriculum.

• A separate evening speaking engagement has been recorded and is available for viewing 
on YouTube. :

An evening with Justice Graydon Nicholas - Monday, December 12, 2022 -
YouTuhttps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhmXFSXDG7cbe
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Honourable Graydon Nicholas

December 12, 2022: Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe

Cathedral Basilica of Christ the King

INCULTURATION IN THE INDIGENOUS 
CONTEXT AND THE CATHOLIC CHURCH

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhmXFSXDG7c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhmXFSXDG7c
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• Our board of directors convened on December 2-3, 2022, with presentations from:
Ø OECTA, Ontario English Catholic Teacher’s Association, and
Ø CPCO, Catholic Principals Council of Ontario
where the common goals and challenges facing our Catholic education partners were 
presented.

• Planning for a Symposium on adult faith formation through ICE, the Institute for Catholic 
Education, is underway and is scheduled for May 8 – 10th, 2023.   It’s an event that is held 
once every five years and is open to all Catholic school boards across Ontario.  The location 
is in Toronto at a hotel near the airport.

• Planning for the Spring OAPCE conference is also underway and is scheduled for April 21 –
22, 2023.  This year the conference will be hosted at Regiopolis-Notre Dame Catholic 
Highschool in Kingston followed by a mass from 5-6pm at St. Mary’s Cathedral.

• Over the course of the meeting the topic of PRO Grant funding came up and our financial 
administrator informed us that the rules surrounding the distribution of PRO Grant funds has 
changed this year.  Each school will receive $500 from the Ministry of Education in addition to 
a transfer of $500 for the GSN Grant.
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• Just a reminder that future OAPCE York 
regional council meeting dates and 
registration links are posted at the  
OAPCE provincial website: 
https://www.oapce.org/regional-
meetings/.

https://www.oapce.org/regional-meetings/
https://www.oapce.org/regional-meetings/


YCDSB
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
December 14, 2022
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Parent Members are invited and welcome to join REAC. 
Membership extends for a renewable 2-year term.

Where: Catholic Education Centre: 320 Bloomington Rd. West, Aurora

When: Meetings from 9:00am – 3:00 pm
• February 15, 2023
• April 12, 2023
• May 31, 2023

Goals: Since REAC is an Advisory Committee, it is important to have 
informed voices speaking about Religious Education, Family Life, and 
Equity.  Members are encouraged to bring forward concrete questions 
from our Homes, Schools, and Parishes as related to the above three 
areas of Religious Education, Family Life, and Equity
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Home / School / Parish Sub-committee: 
• Virtues Program Refresh

Ø Developing a double-sided bookmark for every virtue of 
the month as a resource that students can take home.

1) Understanding of the Virtue
2) Scripture Passage
3) Saints and Virtuous Figures
4) Multimedia Resources for Home

Ø It supports the in-school prayer service

Board Wide Mass: March 22, 2023

Luke 4:18 Biennial Symposium: 
• Friday, May 26, 2023, 8:30 am – 4:30 pm 
• Four students per school
• Board will likely cover the costs this year.



THANK YOU!
MERCI BEAUCOUP!
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